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Deuteronomy 6:1-12:
Now this is the commandment—the statutes and the rules—that
the Lord your God commanded me to teach you, that you may do them in
the land to which you are going over, to possess it, that you may fear
the Lord your God, you and your son and your son's son, by keeping all his
statutes and his commandments, which I command you, all the days of your
life, and that your days may be long. Hear therefore, O Israel, and be careful
to do them, that it may go well with you, and that you may multiply greatly, as the Lord, the God of your fathers, has promised you, in a land flowing
with milk and honey. Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your might. And these words that I command you today shall
be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall
talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way,
and when you lie down, and when you rise. You shall bind them as a sign on
your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. You shall write
them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. And when
the Lord your God brings you into the land that he swore to your fathers, to
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give you—with great and good
cities that you did not build, and houses full of all good things that you did
not fill, and cisterns that you did not dig, and vineyards and olive trees that
you did not plant—and when you eat and are full, then take care lest you
forget the Lord, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house
of slavery.
Revelation 2:1-7:
To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: “The words of him who holds
the seven stars in his right hand, who walks among the seven golden
lampstands. ‘I know your works, your toil and your patient endurance, and
how you cannot bear with those who are evil, but have tested those who
call themselves apostles and are not, and found them to be false. I know
you are enduring patiently and bearing up for my name's sake, and
you have not grown weary. But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the love you had at first. Remember therefore from where you have
fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first. If not, I will come to you
and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you repent. Yet this you
have: you hate the works of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. He who has
an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who
conquers I will grant to eat of the tree of life, which is in the paradise of
God.’”
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Growth Group Questions

1. Can you give an example of an interest you had a few years ago that
you no longer love to do? Why did your love for that interest fade?

2. Sometimes in church life, even our love for Jesus could fade
(Revelation 2:1-7). Is it possible to appear united through faithful
service to one another, yet lose sight of our first love for Christ?
Why?

3. When loving one another, why is it important to first and foremost
love the Lord? How does regaining a love for Jesus overflow into
the church body?

4. How might we guard our hearts from serving one another—even
faithfully—out of mere routine or habit?

5. What does it look like to repent and turn back to our first love?

